

Sermon Notes – St Luke’s – Sunday 10 August 2025

1. “What is God like?”

(a) For different sorts of people (non Christians)

God is like a Fireman, or a Father Christmas figure, or a Policeman

 (b) For Christians

· Some emphasise the holiness of God

· Others emphasise the closeness of God

 (c) The Bible holds those together

For example, Romans 11:22 – “the goodness and severity of God”

Psalm 145 certainly holds these together – you may like to read through and mark both the holiness and the nearness of God
2. Psalm 145

(a) the only Psalm to have the title “A Psalm of Praise”
(b) an alphabetical Psalm – each line starts with the next letter in the Hebrew alphabet
3. Trusting and praising God ....  DAY BY DAY
(a) “Every day I will praise you ..” (verse 2)
(b) However, as someone said “The trouble with life is this: it’s so daily!”

(c) The Prayer of St Richard of Chichester

Most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother, may we know you more clearly, love you more nearly, and follow you more dearly, day by day
4. Trusting and praising God ... GENERATION BY GENERATION 

(a) “One generation commends your works to another;
    
they tell of your mighty acts.” (verse 4)
(b) It is important to pass on the truth of God to another generation

Deuteronomy 6 is a highly significant scripture for all Bible readers .. “so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God ...” (verse 2)
(c) A quiet revival is occurring amongst Generation Z ( born 1977-2012) in the UK.  Will Generation Z will be able to pass on their newfound faith to their parents?

5.  Trusting and praising God .. PRAYER BY PRAYER
 
(a) “The Lord is near to all who call on him,
   

 to all who call on him in truth.” (verse 18)
There is the sense here that those who call on Him, call on him   again

(b) To all who call on Him in truth – what does that mean?

To come to God in honesty about ourselves
(c) Prayer by prayer – Example: coming to faith

Some people come to faith in one dramatic moment and one dramatic prayer

But most come more slowly than that - and it can be one tentative prayer after another

(d) Prayer by prayer – Example: knowing God’s guidance

God guides you in some way – remember to praise God.  But the next time you look for guidance, God may well guide you in a different way!



My mouth will speak in praise of the Lord.
   


 Let every creature praise his holy name
    


for ever and ever.
(verse 21)
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